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Ajant presentation by

John A. Hawkins (UC Davis & University of Cambridge, RCEAL),

Nick Saville (University of Cambridge, ESOL Examinations),

Paula Buttery (University of Cambridge, RCEAL) and

Mike McCarthy (Penn State Univergity & Cambridge University Press)

Several decades of practical work on language testing and teaching have led to the six proficiency
levels of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). In this talk we
ask the question: how much of the grammar, lexicon and usage conventions of English do
learners actually know at each of these levels? Attempts to describe thelr defining characteristics
hitherto have been rather general, but greater precision can be achieved through the use of
electronic corpora. The collaborative work we report on is based on an empirical examination of
the Cambridge Leamer Corpus. The accessibility of items has been enhanced through part-of-
speech tagging and parsing, which permits us to look for 'criterial features' at each proficiency level
and for first language transfer effects.

The initial presentation will begin at 2pm and will be folloned by a workshop at 4pm given
by Paula Buttery, which will illustrate the search possibilities of the current corpus. Refreshments
will be provided at 3:30pm.

For further information about the English Profile Project visit:
http:/AMmwv.rceal.cam.ac.uk
www.englishprofile.org
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